
Percy H. Shearman and his Family in New Buckenham 

Percy Herbert Shearman, the first child of John Samuel and Henrietta (Hetty) Shearman was 

born on 19th June 1895. John Samuel had bought premises to open a chemist’s shop at 156, 

King Street, Great Yarmouth the year before and Percy was born in the flat above the shop. 

The shop was beside Kitty Witches Row one of Yarmouth’s famous ‘Rows’. 

As the family grew (Percy had two sisters and three brothers) then they moved first to Crown 

Road and then to Bath Hill Terrace still keeping the shop in King Street which was now also 

an opticians and offered photographic supplies. Percy attended Yarmouth College and later 

during WW1 was in the 10th Battalion of the Norfolk Regiment where he was awarded the 

Victory Medal, the British War Medal, the 1914-18 Star and the General Service Medal, S. 

Persia Campaign. 

Percy’s parents moved to Haverhill in Suffolk in 1919 opening a chemist shop on the High 

Street and after leaving the army, Percy studied at the South of England College of Pharmacy 

in London and also helped in his father’s shop. He met local girl Olive Jarvis, youngest of 

seven children of George William Freestone Jarvis and his wife Frances who owned the local 

butchers. Olive worked with one of her sisters as a milliner in the local Co-Op and she and 

Percy married in 1921 and lived with Percy’s parents in the very large building that came 

with the chemist’s shop.  

Their first daughter Margaret Rose arrived in 1922 and by 1924 Percy, Olive and Margaret 

had moved to King Street, New Buckenham where Percy ran the Post Office and Chemists. 

They went on to have three more daughters while living here – Joyce in 1924, Olive 

Elizabeth (Betty) in 1929 and Anne Gwendoline in 1931. While living here they became 

very actively involved in local village life – Percy especially with the British Legion and the 

Football Club and Olive with the WI. 

 



 

 

 

Percy outside his shop on King Street in New 

Buckenham 

                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The officials of the 

British Legion 

Sports and Fete held 

at Old Buckenham 

on a Whit Monday. 

(Percy is kneeling 

on the right) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Percy with daughter Betty presenting flowers to Mrs 

Everitt at a Gala in New Buckenham held in 1934 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newspaper cutting - Sat August 8th 1931 

The Annual Flower Show and Fete held in the 

Rookery Grounds, New Buckenham. Percy is 2nd 

from right with the officials and Miss Godfrey J.P. 

opening the Fete 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The garden at the 

rear of the shop in 

New Buckenham. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



Kelly’s Directory 1933 

 

The house/shop as it is today, next to the tall thatched cottage – the ‘thermometer’ is still on 

the wall. 

 

The family moved back to Haverhill around 1934 and Percy signed up to the Suffolk 

Regiment near the beginning of WW2 and was posted to Singapore only to be captured by 

the Japanese almost immediately, he was held as a Prisoner of War until the end of 1945. The 

Suffolks had made him a medical orderly and he did much to relieve the suffering of many 

men in the makeshift hospitals connected to the notorious death railway and he received 

many compliments afterwards from grateful patients who nicknamed him ‘Doc’. He was 

awarded the BEM for all his work.  

Unfortunately, Olive died at a young age in 1953, Percy continued working in the local 

Boots Chemist who had by then bought his father’s shop in Haverhill. Percy was very 

involved with the Haverhill branch of the British Legion and after his death they named their 

local care home after him. Percy died in 1966 age 71. 

 

Elizabeth Nally, (granddaughter.) 
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