Percy H. Shearman and his Family in New Buckenham

Percy Herbert Shearman, the first child of John Samuel and Henrietta (Hetty) Shearman was
born on 19" June 1895. John Samuel had bought premises to open a chemist’s shop at 156,
King Street, Great Yarmouth the year before and Percy was born in the flat above the shop.
The shop was beside Kitty Witches Row one of Yarmouth’s famous ‘Rows’.

As the family grew (Percy had two sisters and three brothers) then they moved first to Crown
Road and then to Bath Hill Terrace still keeping the shop in King Street which was now also
an opticians and offered photographic supplies. Percy attended Yarmouth College and later
during WW1 was in the 10" Battalion of the Norfolk Regiment where he was awarded the
Victory Medal, the British War Medal, the 1914-18 Star and the General Service Medal, S.
Persia Campaign.

Percy’s parents moved to Haverhill in Suffolk in 1919 opening a chemist shop on the High
Street and after leaving the army, Percy studied at the South of England College of Pharmacy
in London and also helped in his father’s shop. He met local girl Olive Jarvis, youngest of
seven children of George William Freestone Jarvis and his wife Frances who owned the local
butchers. Olive worked with one of her sisters as a milliner in the local Co-Op and she and
Percy married in 1921 and lived with Percy’s parents in the very large building that came
with the chemist’s shop.

Their first daughter Margaret Rose arrived in 1922 and by 1924 Percy, Olive and Margaret
had moved to King Street, New Buckenham where Percy ran the Post Office and Chemists.
They went on to have three more daughters while living here — Joyce in 1924, Olive
Elizabeth (Betty) in 1929 and Anne Gwendoline in 1931. While living here they became
very actively involved in local village life — Percy especially with the British Legion and the
Football Club and Olive with the WI.
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Percy outside his shop on King Street in New
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The officials of the
British Legion
Sports and Fete held
at Old Buckenham
on a Whit Monday.
(Percy is kneeling
on the right)




Percy with daughter Betty presenting flowers to Mrs
Everitt at a Gala in New Buckenham held in 1934

Newspaper cutting - Sat August 8" 1931

The Annual Flower Show and Fete held in the
Rookery Grounds, New Buckenham. Percy is 2™
from right with the officials and Miss Godfrey J.P.
opening the Fete




WOMEN'S INSTITUTE.

Mrs. Milburn has again been elected presi-
dent, Mrs. Kinloch-Jones and Mrs. H.
Powell, vice-presidents, and Messrs. Felph
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The garden at the
rear of the shop in
New Buckenham.
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-|Sm~’|| ﬁucEanaF\] Football Club held

its annual meeting at the King's Head
Hotel on Friday, when the retiring secretary
Mr. A. F. Reilly reported that last season
could be considered very successful. Of 18
matches, 9 were won, 1 drawn, 8 lost. goals
for 46, against 42. The accounts showed a
balance of £3/18/-. Officers elected were :
I’ressdent Dr. L. Milburn ; chairman, Mr.

P. ; hon. secretary, Mr. W. G.
Saunders ; captain Mr. H. Howling ; vice-
captain, Mr. H. Weatherington ; treasurer,
Mr. A. Reilly ; committee, Messrs. G. Cooper,
W. Deeks, R. W. Feltham, G. Harmer, and
the officers. It was decided to enter the

Wymondham and District League.
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A Delightful Surprise!

A Free Postcard Enlargement
given with each Film Developed & Six Prints.

Extra Postcards 4 for 1/-.
‘ BEST WORK ONLY.

Ask for further Particulars or see Specimens
in Window.
W. T. Gibson, Chemist, Diss..
P. H. Shearman,
.New Buckenham.
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P. H [Shearman |F IIBockenhuﬂ

DEVELOPING and PRINTING!

The “Owl " Service stands for Special Quality,
and is only obtainable from selected Agents.
A Free Post Card with each Film and six
The authorised dealers for district
are—W. T. Gibson, Diss; E. A. Onyon, Eye;
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BRITISH LEGLION.

unal meeting of the Old and

branch of the British
he White Horse Inn, Old

on Monday, the retiring Ch-lr

Rodwell, presided over a Ia

attendance, and was supported by Mr
Clowes (president), Capt H. Thacker, Mr
. W. Feitham (hon. secretary). Mr. J H
Powell (hon. treasurer), and Mr. J Kemp
tthon. treasurer)

Mr. Feltham reported that the branch

continued to flourish. The strength was
now 170 ordinary and 21 honorary members,
increases of twelve and four respectively
during the year. He doubted whether those
numbers could be beaten by any other
branch covering a like area About 250
ren attended the annual
tea Naturally such popular
events and the provision of buses at various
times were not without expenses, and to
lcounteract these the Entertainment Com-
mittee had held whist drives and dances
I with satisfact results. The annual sports
| were revived r lapsing for a year and
' ndded nearly £20 to the funds. The branch
was represented at dedication services at
lm:nd Tibenham, but its greatest
ac nt was its wonderful muster
n Colchester, when 104 members turned out
parade. To go further, they half
‘(hﬂr bus fares. He referred with much
regret the recent losses by the branch. They
{could il afford to lose two ris as
 Major Rodwell and Mr. P Each

| was unw u‘hn?' “ . the
NM m () their
-Mnnrg“
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Mr. Powell presen the fAnancial state-
ment, sald receipts increased from £84
to I‘.ux.eeounlod for by the annual sports,

ture was also up, from 002 to
balance In hand wasx now
'mu. ﬂd
' Mr. 8 Loveday sald £9 5« had been given
:‘;'mt n:l‘-ouuny e.nu mmn
th as in t vea
T Ry S,

'mhuuum Col. Corbyn, Mr. D.

Haughton, Mr. A. M. Strachan (Kenning-
hall), the Rev. E Kinloch Jones cBunvoll)
nnd llapr H. Rodwell; chairman, Ca

H. Thacker; vicechairman, Mr. A J
Powell; hon. secretary, Mr. R. W. Feltham
hon. treasurer, Mr. H. J. Powell;
| wecreta
tee

% Merrick, 8. EE'“!
er and A Richmond
en Messrs. F. Myhill, C. Gible—oy

S G. Howling, . Deeks, W. J

de. and F. Deresly Carleton Rode

essrs. W. Chapman, J. Scott, and E

Chaney. Banham Mr. H Aldous. standard
bearer, Mr. F. Deresly
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78 NEW BUCKENHAM, NORFOLK. [RELLY’S

Goulder Horton, grocer °Powell Robert Horace, farmer & . Seville i 0
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The house/shop as it is today, next to the tall thatched cottage — the ‘thermometer’ is still on
the wall.

The family moved back to Haverhill around 1934 and Percy signed up to the Suffolk
Regiment near the beginning of WW2 and was posted to Singapore only to be captured by
the Japanese almost immediately, he was held as a Prisoner of War until the end of 1945. The
Suffolks had made him a medical orderly and he did much to relieve the suffering of many
men in the makeshift hospitals connected to the notorious death railway and he received
many compliments afterwards from grateful patients who nicknamed him ‘Doc’. He was
awarded the BEM for all his work.

Unfortunately, Olive died at a young age in 1953, Percy continued working in the local
Boots Chemist who had by then bought his father’s shop in Haverhill. Percy was very
involved with the Haverhill branch of the British Legion and after his death they named their
local care home after him. Percy died in 1966 age 71.

Elizabeth Nally, (granddaughter.)
16/04/24



